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JUDICIAL COUNCIL $‘24!! Saints’ Day. November 1. saw significant 
decisions handed down by the highest court 
of the United Methodist Church, The Judicial 

Council. Responding to a request of the New York Annual Conference for a declaratory 
decision on the ‘appointability'’ of ‘homosexual' pastors, the Judicial Council took 
the matter out of the hands of bishops and cabinets and recognized it as resting with 
the Annual Conferences. They cited discipline paragraphs 420 and 451. The last sen- 
tence of 420 reads, "Every effective member in full connection who is in good stand- 
ing (Para.702.4) in an Annual Conference shall receive an annual appointment by the 
bishop." Paragraph 702.4 places in the Annual Conference the "'...power to make inquiry 
into the moral and official conduct of its ministerial members. This decision dealt 
with the appointment of ministers already ordained and in full connection but left 
unanswered the question of future ordina- 
tion of Gay candidates. In another case, QDE 70 INDIANAPOLIS 

the Judicial Council "overturned the rul- I have to share my experience upon 

ing of Bishop Mack B. Stokes (Jackson) arriving back home from the Indianapolis 

that ministers can be required to take a AFFIRMATION meeting. My ride dropped me 


leave of absence,'' according to a report at the church just in time for a class I- 
in the November 2,1979 issue of Newscope. teach. As I talked to those members of my 
The Nov. 3 New York Times coverage of church in attendance that evening I found 
the action carried the sub-head, 'Manhat- myself, without consciously willing it, 
tan Minister Wins in Highest Church Court" more emotional, more forceful in present- 
and pictured the Rev. Paul Abels outside ing my material,and more caring. I really 
the Washington Square Church. Paul was wanted to reach and help those people in 


quoted, "I am delighted. At least I know their struggle with their faith. There 
I'm safe until April, and actually I see was definitely more power and more. con- 
things changing for the better." cern in my ministry. Why? Simply because 
I had just experienced a feeling of whole- 
ness, concern,and care directed at me in 


the AFFIRMATION meeting. The most insid- 
AFFIRMATION IS MAKING ious thing about the closeted existence 


KNOWN THE UNKNOWN the church forces on us is the power that 


is sapped from us. Lesbians/Gay Men are 


VISIBLE THE INVISIBLE | among our most effective ministers (lay 


HEARD THE SILENCED and clergy) in spite of our current level 

of acceptability. But how much more ef- 

|As a part of our ministry in the Un- | fective we could be if we could ourselves 
ited Methodist Church we will be at | be affirmed as persons instead of having 
the 1980 General Conference in Ind- to struggle to care ina church that 
ianapolis from Saturday, April 12, to | doesn't. So when they ask us-why do we 
Saturday, April 26, 1980. | need to be openly accepted-why can't we 
| | just keep quiet so the church doesn't 
If you would like to be part of this have to struggle with this hard issue? 
serving ministry, write to one of the Let us reply--because as long asthe 
| co-coordinators who are helping to | church refuses to affirm_us, much of our 
jmake housing and work arrangementsfor | energy and intellect must constantly be 
Jour presence at the General Confermee. diverted to maintaining our own integrity 
IThere is much that we can all do both as persons--because only as we are ac- 
jas behind-the-scenes persons and as cepted and acknowledged in our wholeness 
|visible, affirming Lesbians/Gay men. as persons can we direct more of our 


l(See last page for registration. ) Q ery inistry. 
eee ee ne ere ||| ~ Love, Wally 
FEB 2 3 2024 
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WOMEN’S DIVISION DEFENSIVE POSTURE CHALLENGED 


On October 12 and 13, a group of approximately 25 persons representing some of the 


social justice constituencies of the Women's Division, Board of Global 


Ministries, 


provided leadership for a series of consciousness-raising sessions during the Divi - 
sion's annual meeting in Philadelphia. Among the participants were members of AFFIRM- 


ation; Mary Gaddis, Peggy Harmon, Michael Collins, 


gathered to make visible 


and Joan Clark. This group was 


an ecumenical expression of concern about the course the 


Women's Division has set for itself by the firing of Joan Clark last April, and its 


subsequent defensive posture. 

On October 1, during the planning of 
the educational opportunities, a letter 
was sent to the Women's Division members/ 
staff/guests signed by Michael and Peggy 
on behalf of AFFIRMATION, and by Ginny 
Vida for the Joan Clark Defense Committee. 
The letter requested their participation 
with these representatives in a series of 
sessions which would take place "around 
the edges" of the Women's Division sessions. 

This supplemental agenda was designed 
to support efforts to: 

1) Understand homophobia asa political 
tool for the silencing and control of in- 
dividuals, groups and institutions. 

2) explore theological dimensions, 

3) reinstate Joan Clark as an employee 
of the Women's Division, and 

4) discern potential signs 
ciliation and healing. 

These opportunities for learning and 
dialogue included a Friday evening con- 
cert, a service of Holy Communion, a pan- 


of recon- 


el presentation on homophobia for the 
Women's Division, and a coffeehouse at 
the Gay Community Center. Also, members 


of the group observed the Women's Divi- 
sion conducting business during plenary 
and section meetings on Friday and Satur- 
day. 

In addition to members of AFFIRMATION, 
leadership for the events included Carole 
Etzler, Carter Heyward, Lucius Walker, 
Gerry Heilman, Joan Martin, Jill Thompson 
and Susan Savell. Other presons present 
for this witness of concern represented 
groups of United Methodist Women, United 
Methodigt Clergy, former members of the 
Women's Division, other United Methodist 
boards/agencies, seminary professors and 
students, other denominational and ecumen- 
ical social justice agencies, denomina- 
tional gay/lesbian caucuses, and lesbian 
and feminist organizations. Another meth- 
od of demonstrating visible support for 
these efforts involved the distribution 
to each Division member/staff a packet of 
25 letters from various individuals and 
groups across the country asking the 


Division to reverse .its April action. 
These letters of support for Joan's re- 
instatement were a sample of the over 
200 received by the Women's Division. 

Officially, a major portion of the 
Division's energies went toward ignoring, 
suppressing, and denying the "uninvited" 
and "unwanted" presence of these indiv- 
iduals at the meeting, and discouraging 
persons from attending the additional 
sessions or engaging the group in dia- 
logue. Nevertheless, there were from 25 
to 50 persons at each session, and the 
women and men from within the Division 
who are supportive of these efforts to 
raise justice concerns and turn the Div- 
ision around, gained a new sense of sol- 
idarity with the broader community com- 
munity struggling to eliminate homophobia 
throughout the society. 

This witness was one step in a larger 
preeess. No,the Division did not reverse 
its decision relating to Joan Clark's 
employment. Yes, the Division members 
still operate out of a basic sense of 
fear and submission to patriarchal auth- 
ority. However, during the weekend, the 
Division was again put on notice that 
gay/lesbian persons will not be silenced 
and will not go away. The course of just- 
ice often takes many steps. It can be 
secured at each point along the way. 
While the cost becomes greater both for 
the institution with each attempt at sup- 
pression and denial, and for those seek- 
ing justice in terms of energy and time 
the course is clear. The next step is now 
in place because the luxury of giving up 
is not an option. 
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Ed = 
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Newsletter -subscription is included in 
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[to one of the co-coordina 3 
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AFFIRMATION's semi-annual meetings provide an opportunity for United Methodists 
who have deep concerns for the lives of lesbians and gay mento share openly with one 
another in a non-hostile environment. The sense of community created in our meetings 
occurs in part because those who come together know that they can expect their broth- 
ers and sisters who participate to be "gay-identified". In reflecting on the process 
of our recent meeting in Indianapolis, one of the issues Which emerged was the mean- 
ing of one's willingness to be gay-identified, regardless of one's own sexual orien- 


tation. Attendance at our meetings does not necessarily say that a person is 
indicates that one is committed to living their life unafraid; 


sexual. Rather, it 


homo- 


without fear, even, of the names lesbian or gay. Two events happened in Indianapolis 
which helped us to struggle with the meaning of being "gay-identified". 


On Saturday morning a woman from the 
Washington ,DC,area registered and shared 
with a number of us her desire to "learn 
about gay people." In the process of the 
gmall group discussions, people became 
uncomfortable with her abstract "Christ- 
ian" language with such phrases as "if 
you have christ in your heart" particu-. 
larly as her language was not defined 
nor shared out of the personal experience 
with members of the group. (Such abstract 
language is often used to justify violent 
action against lesbians and gay men and 
thus becomes a language to be suspected 
by us). In attempts to relate more per- 
sonally with her it was discovered that 
she intended to stay only through the 
afternoon session when discussions relat- 
ing to General Conference would be comp- 
leted and that her local church community 
includes Virginia and Don Shell, General 
Conference political strategists for the 
Good News movement. Because she had not 
been a part of the community-building 
experiences of the previous evening, it 
became essential for us to stop the pro- 
cesses of the meeting and to enter into 
sharing immediate concerns ona more per- 
sonal and sometimes confrontative level. 
Ag difficult as this discussion was, it 
became clear that when we are upfront 
with one another, a sense of community 
develops which allows for vulnerability 
and risk. Through this experience we were 
able to move beyond our fears and to of- 
fer the opportunity for inclusiveness 
which ended with sharing inthe Eucharist. 
We also learned that those who come to 
AFFIRMATION meetings can continue to ex- 
pect that all of us who attend are com- 
mitting ourselves, in that space,to live 
within a community which takes serioudy 
the concerns and struggles of lesbians 
and gay men within the United Methodist 


1g 


Church. Because of the caring nature of 
the persons gathered in Indianapolis, an 
event which threatened the life of the 
community did not intimidate us. 

We also learned what it means to be 
“gay-identified" from an internal event 
during our business session on Saturday 
afternoon. Saturday evening wastobe gi- 
vento three caucuses: a lesbian caucus, a 
gay men's caucus, anda "straight-identi- 
fied" caucus. The separate caucuses pro- 
vide us with an opportunity to share very 
personally the concerns whichwe have from 
our own identities. The sharing is not 
organizationally focused and thus tends 
to be more personal than political. By 
creating space for a "straight-identified" 
caucus, every person at the AFFIRMATION 
meeting was forced to chooSe how far they 
eould go in personally identifying with 
the oppression of lesbians and gay men; 
to draw the lines of their own involve- 
ments. The absolute ecstacy for us as 
lesbians and gay men came when every per- 
son at the AFFIRMATION meeting chose to 
enter either the lesbianor the gay men's 
caucus. It was significant for the build- 
ing of our community that, despite per- 
sonal sexual orientations, we all wanted 
to be and chose to be "gay-identified". 
Being a lesbian or a gay man and strugg- 
ling totake seriously our Christian cal- 
lings is much more than sexual identity. 
It isawillingness to work for the crea- 
tion of aworld where all persons can af- 
firm a life of loving , caring relation- 
ships with men and women beyond our sexual 
orientations. During the Indianapolis 
weekend, being "gay-identified" meant that 
all of us wanted the opportunity to walk 
personally in the shoes of our lesbian 
sisters and gay brothers. 

Peggy Harmon 
Michael Collins 


U. M. COMMUNICATIONS WORKSHOP 


A United Methodist Communications 
workshop in Indianapolis the weekend of 
Nov. 2-4 was attended by Michael Collins. 
Peggy Harmon and Joan Clark. Also repre- 
sented were The Coalition for the Whole 
Gospel, The Methodist Federation For 
Social Action, Good News, and represent- 
atives of various Boards and Agencies of 
the church. AFFIRMATION concerns regard- 
ing the 1980 General Conference presented 
at the workshop were: 1) deletion from 
the Social Principles of language derog- 
atory of Lesbians/Gay Men, 2) deletion 
of discipline paragraph 906.13 preclud- 
ing funding of "Gay" causes, and 3)con- 
tinuing support and affirmation of pre- 
sent United Methodist procedures for 
calling Christian persons into ministry 


and ordination. 
ani 


GROUP INSURANCE FOR AFFIRMATION 


Following up on a felt need expressed 
at the October meeting, a group insurance 
program is being designed to be offered 
to members of AFFIRMATION. The Blue Cross/ 
Blue Shield package will cover 100% of 
hospitalization costs, 80% of medical 
costs and term life insurance provisions. 
Pre-existing conditions will be covered. 
The premium costs to those electing the 


insurance will be between $30 and $32 per 
month per person and 10to25 participants 
are needed to implement the program. 
terested persons may contact one of 
co-coordinators, Michael or Peggy 


In- 
the 


INDY BUSINESS 


Money is tight for AFFIRMATION. So 
what is new? Financial reporting at the 
Indianapolis meeting: showed that $13,000 
is needed to meet expenses through next 
spring; saw $4.700 in new and increased 
pledges received at the meeting itself; 
and demonstrated that Lesbians/Gay Men 
can and do act as financially responsible 
Christian persons. Gifts and pledges may 
be forwarded to one of the co-coordinators 

Group health insurance was considered 
and is reported separately on this page. 
Action was begun on a relief/legal fund 
for persons fired fromchurch employment, 
Covenant relationships were suggested for 
people in trouble. Local support groups 
of varying types were reported in upwards 
of a dozen places around the country. 
Fall meeting set for Houston,Sept.26-28. 
Details are available from AFFIRMATION's 
co-coordinators. 


AFFIRMATION CO-COORDINATORS are: 


Pe Harmon 


Dallas, TX 


Michael Collins 


New York. NY 


REGISTER FARLY FOR GENERAL CONFERENCE We are asked to write--and that right] 

early--for reservations to be in In- 
dianapolis for all or part of the General Conference, April 15-25, 1980. AFFIRMATION 
has secured a block of 30 double rooms (60 beds) at $9.00 per bed per night. This is] 
a dormitory-type facility with "down-the-hall" bathrooms and extensive space 
meetings and community experiences in a relaxed setting. Public bus service to the| 
coliseum is convenient and some cars will be available. A deposit of $9.00 should] 


accompany the reservation form below to: United Methodist Housing Coordinator ,| 
eg ncienepolis, IND a 


Reservation for presence at UM General Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana 


Sunday, April 13 through Friday, April 25, 1980 


| NAME 


|ADDRESS _ 


My arrival in Indianapolis will be on (date) by air, auto, other (circle) 
Please reserve circled dates: April 13,14.15,16,17,18.19.20,21,22,23,24,25, 1980,| 
land find enclosed $9.00 as deposit on my $9.00 per nite bed. mailed to United Metho-| 
dist Housing Coordinator, Indianapolis Indiana | —_| 


